The Delegate Selection Process
I. The first step to becoming a delegate is to attend the local legislative district or county informational meetings to be held in December with times and locations to come. The Affirmative Action Committee will be making brief presentations at local meetings beginning in the Summer and Fall.
II. The best way to get important information is to become involved in the Democratic Party at the local level. Legislative District and County organizations want people to become involved. Precinct committeepersons are the grassroots activists of the Party. Inquire on how to be appointed.

III. File a statement of candidacy with the Arizona Democratic Party, 2910 North Central Avenue, Phoenix Arizona 85012. The statement of candidacy to run as a delegate at the District Caucuses will be made available in September, and must be hand-delivered or mailed by 5:00 p.m. on February 14, 2008.  Statements of candidacy received after Feb. 14, even if postmarked by Feb. 14, will not be accepted. Faxes will also not be accepted.  You must be a registered Democrat in the congressional district in which you are running at the time of your file. Statements of candidacy for delegates are available from the State Party, your local district or county chair or the representative of the presidential candidate whom you are pledged.
IV. The Presidential Preference Primary election will be held February 5, 2008. Get active with local presidential campaign organizers. Become involved in your community with friends, neighbors and campaign for you presidential preference.

V. Obtain a list of precinct committee people in congressional district and request their vote at the district caucuses on March 15, 2008. Only those precinct committee people in your congressional district who support your presidential preference will be allowed to vote for you. Lists of precinct committee people are available from the Arizona Democratic Party.
VI. If at the district caucuses you are not elected as a national delegate, then you may still run for an at-large delegate or alternate position at the April 26, 2008 State Convention, if your presidential preference is allotted slots. Voting will be done by the State Committee of the Arizona Democratic Party and lists are available from the State Party. You may also run for a slot in the Pledged Party Leader and Elected Official category if you hold a position or elected office which qualifies you for that category. 




2008 DELEGATE SELECTION
August 25th – 28th the 2008 Democratic National Convention will be held in Denver, Colorado to nominate the presidential and vice presidential candidates of the Democratic Party for the 2008 election. Arizona will send 67 delegates and 9 alternates to the National Convention.
The breakdown is as follows:

Pledged
37     district level delegates



(18 Men; 19 Women)

12 at-large delegates



(6   Men;  6  Women)


7 Party Leaders and Elected Official      
(3 Men;   4  Women)

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


6
district level alternates


(3 Men; 3 Women)


3
at-large alternates



(2 Men; 1 Women)

Unpledged
6
Democratic National Committee members
(2 Men; 4 Women)


4
Members of Congress



(3 Men; 1Women)



1
Add on delegate (Distinguished Party Leader)       (TBD)


------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Delegation Size   76




(1 TBD)
(37 Men; 38 Women)


Arizona has a three tiered process

Tier One: The Presidential Preference Primary is on February 5, 2008. A presidential candidate must receive 15% of the vote in the district to be allocated national delegates.

Tier Two: Arizona is divided up into 8 districts based on current congressional districts for the purpose of electing delegates and alternates. The Democratic precinct committee people will meet by congressional district on March 15, 2008 to vote for delegates running for their presidential preference. The breakdown is as followed:
Congressional District 1

5 delegates, 1 alternate

Congressional District 2

5 delegates, 1 alternate

Congressional District 3

5 delegates, 1 alternate

Congressional District 4

4 delegates, 0 alternate
Congressional District 5

5 delegates, 1 alternates
Congressional District 6

4 delegates, 1 alternates
Congressional District 7

4 delegates, 0 alternate
Congressional District 8

5 delegates, 1 alternate

Tier 3: The State Convention of the Arizona Democratic Party will convene on April 26, 2008 to elect 12 pledged at-large delegates, 7 Pledged Party Leaders and Elected Official delegates, 1 add-on delegate and 3 at-large alternates. 

Tier One: State Run Presidential Preference Primary

In Arizona, the Presidential Preference Primary is a State Run election and conducted at the county level, using county election officials. Any registered Democrat can vote in the primary at specified polling locations. The result of the Presidential Preference Primary of this first tier, will determine the allocation of pledged delegates and alternates.

Tier Two: District Caucuses

On March 15, 2008 the Arizona Democratic Party will hold the District Caucuses. Precinct committee people will register from 9:00 AM to 10:00 AM at the meeting locations. Congressional Districts 7 and 8 will meet in Tucson, and all other congressional districts will meet in the Phoenix area. At each district caucus will meet and break into presidential preference groups. Men and women file and run in separate categories and are elected separately. The Affirmative Action goals will be discussed and must be taken into account. In each preference group caucus, all voting will be done by signed ballot. A person appointed by the State Delegate Selection Chair shall monitor the voting process and in the counting of ballots. The district breakdown for the 37 delegates and 6 alternates is on page one.

Tier Three: State Convention

The State Convention will be held on April 26, 2008. Registration will be held from 9:00 AM- 10:00 AM. The State Convention will be called to order at 10:00 AM. Each duly registered participant must indicate a presidential preference (or no preference) and will be issued a badge identifying that preference. 

The State Convention will elect 7 Pledged Party Leader and Elected Official delegates. Pledged Party Leader and Elected Official slots are allocated to the various presidential candidates on the same basis as at-large delegates. Persons shall be considered for the Party Leader elected official positions according to the following priority: big city mayors, state-wide elected officials, state legislative leaders, state legislators, other state county elected officials or party leaders.
After the election of Party Leader and Elected Officials delegates, 12 at- large delegates, and 3 at large alternates shall be selected at the State Convention. At-large delegates and alternates shall be allocated according to the division of preference established by their first vote.  

After at-large delegates are elected during the State Convention, those persons receiving the highest votes in the appropriate presidential category, divided by men and women as required, shall be named to at-large positions unless they indicate they do not want an alternate position when filing their original statement of candidacy. These persons should be chosen to reflect those groups underrepresented in the selections previously made. 
Following the State Convention, the National Convention delegates and alternates will meet on to elect a delegation chair and two standing committee members for the Rules Committee, Credentials Committee, and Platform Committee. The standing committee members will reflect the presidential preference established on February 5, 2008, and will be equally divided between men and women. Two pages (one man one woman) will be named by the State Chair, after consultation with members of the Democratic National Committee from Arizona. 

The Arizona Democratic Party reaffirms its commitment to an open party by incorporating the ‘six basic elements’ as listed below. These provisions demonstrate the intention of the Democratic Party to ensure a full opportunity for all minority group members to participate in the delegate selection process. (Rules 4.A. & C.)
I All public meetings at all levels of the Democratic Party in Arizona should be open to all members of the Democratic Party regardless of race, sex, age, color, creed, national origin, religion, ethnic identity, sexual orientation, economic status or physical disability (hereinafter collectively referred to as “status”). (Rule 4.B.(1))
I No test for membership in, nor any oaths of loyalty to the Democratic Party in Arizona should be required or used which has the effect of requiring prospective or current members of the Democratic Party to acquiesce in, condone or support discrimination based on “status.” (Rule 4.B.(2))
I The time and place for all public meetings of the Democratic Party in Arizona on all levels should be publicized fully and in such manner as to assure timely notice to all interested persons. Such meetings must be held in places accessible to all Party members and large enough to accommodate all interested persons. (Rule 4.B.(3))
I The Democratic Party in Arizona, on all levels, should support the broadest possible registration without discrimination based on “status.” (Rule 4.B.(4))
I The Democratic Party in Arizona should publicize fully and in such a manner as to assure notice to all interested parties a full description of the legal and practical procedures for selection of Democratic Party officers and representatives on all levels. Publication of these procedures should be done in such fashion that all prospective and current members of each State Democratic Party will be fully and adequately informed of the pertinent procedures in time to participate in each selection procedure at all levels of the Democratic Party organization. (Rule 4.B.(5))
I The Democratic Party in Arizona should publicize fully and in such a manner as to assure notice to all interested parties, a complete description of the legal and practical qualifications of all positions as officers and representatives of the State Democratic Party. Such publication should be done in timely fashion so that all prospective candidates or applicants for any elected of appointed position within each State Democratic Party will have full and adequate opportunity to compete for office. (Rule 4.B.(6))
Affirmative Action
The Arizona Democratic Party has developed a plan to encourage full participation and representation in the delegate selection process for 2008. We believe that involvement at the community level is the foundation of the party. From precincts to legislative districts to counties, the range of participation is key to having and active and strong party. The success of the program depends on the commitment to becoming a party that is truly representative of diversity. Education and implementation needs to be done at every level.
The Affirmative Action plan encourages African Americans, Hispanics, Asian/Pacific Americans, women, young people, persons over 65 years of age, persons of low and moderate incomes, persons with a high school education or less, persons with disabilities, LGBT community, and other groups that significantly underrepresented to participate and be active in the process.

The Arizona Democratic Party shall appoint a Financial Assistance Committee, with the advice and consultation of the Affirmative Action Committee, which will, among other duties, develop a specific plan to help defray expenses of those delegates otherwise unable to participate in national convention and prepare specific information for all delegates and alternates as to how and where to find financial help. This information may include list of groups and organizations willing to help and fundraising ideas.

For more information please contact the Arizona Democratic Party.

Arizona Democratic Party

2910 N. Central Avenue

Phoenix, AZ 85012

602-298-4200 phone

602-298-7117 fax

Democrats@azdem.org 
ARIZONA DELEGATE SELECTION PROCESS: SUMMARY
· Arizona has a total of 67 delegates and 9 alternates
· Delegates are selected through a three tier process:
1. State- run Presidential Preference Primary on Tuesday, February 5, 2008, which establishes presidential preference allocations.

2.  District Caucuses are based on Arizona’s eight (8) congressional districts. Deadline to file for district level delegate is Monday, February 14, 2008 at 5:00PM. Statements of candidacy received after Feb. 14, even if postmarked by Feb. 14, will not be accepted.  Faxes will also not be accepted. The selecting body of district level delegates and alternates are district caucuses, held March 15, 2008.
3. State Convention will be held on Saturday, April 26, 2008 at which duly registered participants will meet to elect twelve (12) pledged at-large delegates, three (3) at-large alternates, seven (7) Pledged Party Leader and Elected Official delegates and one (1) add-on unpledged. Deadline to file for these positions is March 27, 2008 at 5:00 PM.  Statements of candidacy received after Mar. 27, even if postmarked by Mar. 27, will not be accepted.  Faxes will also not be accepted.
· Six (6) Standing Committee members shall be selected by a quorum of Arizona’s National Convention delegates immediately following the close of the State Convention on Saturday April 26, 2008.The Standing Committees consist of Rules Committee, Credentials Committee, and Platform Committee. 
· One (1) delegation Chair shall be elected by a quorum of Arizona’s National Convention Delegates immediately following the close of the State Convention on April 26, 2008, after the selection of the Standing Committee members.
· Two Convention pages shall be selected by a quorum of Arizona’s National Convention delegates immediately following the close of the State Convention on April 26, 2008, after the selection of the delegate Chair. 
