
Resolution in support of opening the 2020 Democratic Presidential Preference 
Election to Independents 

  

Submitted on September 17th, 2019 as an emergency resolution by: 

Adrian Fontes (Maricopa County Recorder, SCM LD24) 

WHEREAS, Arizona’s open primaries law creates unnecessary confusion and 
misinformation by allowing Independents (no party designated) voters to vote in 
ALL federal, state and local primary elections every two years, but not in the 
presidential preference election every fourth year; and 

WHEREAS, the Arizona Republican Party has formally withdrawn their 
participation in the March 2020 presidential preference election, entirely changing 
the electoral circumstances within 30 days of this Arizona Democratic Party State 
Committee Meeting, and 

WHEREAS, Arizona’s Governor must make a call to establish the March 17, 2020 
presidential preference election no later than 5 months prior to that date, which, 
together with the last clause above, qualifies this resolution as an “emergency” 
under the Arizona Democratic Party bylaws, and  

WHEREAS, in Arizona, 1.27 million voters are registered as Independents, 40% of 
whom are Latino; and 

WHEREAS, Arizona legislators have consistently introduced legislation for years 
to open the presidential preference election to independent voters, only to have that 
legislation ignored by the majority, and 

WHEREAS, Democratic candidates know that voters will generally not pay 
attention to races and candidates they cannot vote for, and allowing Independents 
to vote in the presidential preference election will promote and draw broader 
attention to Democratic candidates; and 



WHEREAS, the leading Democratic candidate (as of 9/17/2019) has endorsed the 
idea of opening presidential primaries to independent voters, and  

WHEREAS, the presidential preference election is a taxpayer-funded activity for 
private political parties, which excludes one-third of taxpaying (Independent) 
voters; and 

WHEREAS,  a closed presidential primary presents an unnecessary and potentially 
unconstitutional tension between two fundamental rights, the First Amendment 
right of people to associate in private organizations – as our political parties do – 
and the right of citizens to vote in state-funded elections for our leaders; and 

WHEREAS, Arizona’s Democrats, by opening the presidential preference election 
would attract presidential candidates to speak to more of Arizona’s voters than 
merely our Democratic base, preparing the stage for broader coalition building, 
more robust and inclusive conversations and more open, free and fair elections; 
and 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Arizona Democratic Party supports 
opening the 2020 Presidential Preference Election to registered independent and/or 
non-party designated voters. 

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Arizona Democratic Party 
commits to make every effort, legal or otherwise, to open the Presidential 
Preference Election to registered independent voters and/or non-party designated 
voters before Governor Doug Ducey must call the election by October 17, 2019. 


